Trauma systems. Current status--future challenges.
The national status of regional trauma system development was evaluated by a survey sent to all state emergency medical services directors and state chairpersons of the American College of Surgeons Committee on Trauma. Eight essential components of a regional trauma system based on criteria set forth by the American College of Surgeons were listed. Only two states were found to have all components and statewide coverage. Nineteen states and the District of Columbia lacked one or more components of a regional trauma system. The remaining 29 states had yet to initiate the process of trauma center designation. In response to these shortcomings, an attempt was made to define the barriers to trauma system implementation and a step-by-step process was outlined for the development, management, and analysis of a comprehensive system of trauma care.